What is the West Coast Multiplex?
The West Coast Multiplex (WCM) is the
completion of a vision to bring a modern, multiuse recreation facility to the west coast of
Vancouver Island. It will be built in phases and
will include an ice-rink (phase one). Over time
when funding permits, it proposes to add a
swimming pool (phase two), with options for
other facilities to be included and/or added as
needed/funded. (food and beverage services,
therapy/wellness, offices, gymnasium)

What would you
like to know about
this exciting West
Coast project?

Why do we need it?
Our West Coast is an active place! We all love
our beaches and trails, but a facility like this
can bring together all the different
demographics of our communities with different
programs to suit our needs. Recreation facilities
have proven to be the cornerstone of healthy
communities everywhere, with the convenience
of being in a central location to be shared by
all!
Let’s face it, we live in a rainforest and sometimes
the weather prevents us from enjoying our outdoor
recreation opportunities. An indoor recreation facility
would allow opportunities year-round, despite those
lovely west coast storms that frequent our winters.

When will it be built?
Depending on funding, we are projecting it is
possible to begin the construction on the arena
phase of the project within the next three years!

The West Coast Multiplex Society
would like to thank the 8 communities
of the West Coast of Vancouver Island
for their continued support!
Alberni Clayoquot Regional District
Ahousaht First Nation
District of Tofino
District of Ucluelet
Hesquiaht First Nation
Tla-o-qui-aht First Nations
Toquaht First Nation
Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ First Nation

What will happen there?

Let's get this done for
our future generations!
What will it cost?
We are expecting to hear from the federal and
provincial governments later this year in regards
to a funding application we submitted to
Infrastructure Canada. Under a “Worst Case
Scenario”, the total cost of the facility could be
$18,000,000. Our application is seeking
90%-100% of this total cost, with the remaining
10% being sought through private and provincial
funding.
There are also several sources of funding that are
available on an ongoing basis to cover operating
and maintenance costs. Gaming grants may
cover as much as $250,000 in yearly operating
costs while other facility opportunities like private
sponsorships, trade shows, concerts and other
gatherings/rentals will provide additional revenue.
Based on the foregoing, we believe that
eventually the facility could be revenue selfsufficient.
In the interim, several years ago, the ACRD
conducted a referendum which passed by 63%
which granted the Regional District approval to
recover the multiplex operating and maintenance
costs up to a maximum as of February 2018 of
$544,342 annually. This is a worst-case scenario
with more funding available as identified above.
The Society has and continues to work hard to
ensure that this facility will incorporate the needs of
all of us and our children and has committed to raise
the necessary capital funding.

The initial phase of the project will feature a full-size
ice surface suitable for hockey and other ice related
sports (skating, curling, etc.). Amenities would be
change rooms suitable for team use; bleachers; a
family change area; a skate rental facility; and a
reception area which would include a main foyer,
administrative offices and a small food service
facility.
The facility will function as a regional gathering
place. It will be the largest indoor public facility on
the outer West Coast. More than just an ice arena,
the building will offer regional opportunities for many
non-ice related activities (soccer, wrestling,
basketball, volleyball, tennis, pickleball, lacrosse,
roller derby, skateboarding etc.). In addition to the
variety of recreational activities the building will
accommodate special events such as concerts,
trade shows, art shows, celebrations, and festivals.
Given its’ location it could also function as an
emergency shelter in the event of a natural disaster.

Who is behind it?
The West Coast Multiplex Society is a non-profit,
charitable organization working with the vision,
persistence and dedication to bring this project
to a reality. It has included many passionate
locals who have dedicated a lot of time and
energy in the effort to make the community a
healthier and more inclusive place.
Together with the West Coast Communities and in
consultation with local governments, First Nations
and the Alberni Clayoquot Regional District
(ACRD), we have been in pursuit of a new
recreation facility for the West Coast for the last two
decades. Business plans and feasibility studies
have been completed. This represents an exciting
and unique MOU between five First Nations and
three non-First Nations.

Where will it be?
The ACRD proposed to provide land for the
purpose of a recreational facility in 2003, at which
time a number of areas were identified. Following
the completion of comprehensive geotechnical
studies, the ACRD confirmed that the location for
the proposed Multiplex facility would be on ACRD
property along airport road.

